The Tragedie of Hamlet 

So hallowed, and fb gratious is that time. 

Hora. So haue I heard and doe in partbelieue it# 

But looke the morne in ruftet mantle clad 
Walkes ore the dewe ofyon high Eaftward hill 
Breake we our watch vp and by my aduife 
Let vs impart what we haue feene to nighc 
Vnto young Hamlet, for vppon my life ° 

This fpirit dumb to vs, will /peake to him : 

Doeyou confent we /hall acquaint him with it' 

As needfull in our loues, fitting our duty. 

7W4r. Lets do^t I pray, and I this morning knowe 
Where vve /hall find him moil conuenienr. Exeunt. 

Florift. Enter Claudius, KingofDenmarkeyGertradthe Queene, 
Counj at/e: as Volomus > and Ids Sonne Laertes 
Hamlet, Cum ^iltfs. 

Claud. Though yet o£ Hamlet our dearebrothcrs death 
J hememoriebe greene,and that it vs befitted 
1 o beare our harts in griefe.and our whole Kingdomc, 

To be contracted in one browe of woe 
Yet fo farre hath difcretion fought with nature, 

1 hat we with wifeft /brrowe thmke on him 
1 ogether with remembrance of our felues: 

1 herefore our fometime Sifter, now our Oueene 
In imperiall ioyntrefle to this warlike ftate 
Haue we as twere with a defeated ioy 
VVith an aufpitious, and a dropping eve, 

Hath mirth in ftmerall, and withdfrdgein manias. 

In equall fcale walghiUg delight and dole 
1 alten to wife : nor haue we hcerefn bard 
Your better wifdomes, which haue freely gone 
With this affaire a long(f 0r all our thanfcet) 

Nowfollowes that you knovve youug Fortwbrajfe, 

Holding a weake fuppofall of cur worth 
Ur thinking by our late deare brothers dearh 
Uur ftate to be difioynt,and outofframe 
Uo eagued with this dreame of his advantage 
HeJiacluiot faild to peftur vs witluncflage 

) Importing 


Prince of Denmark 

Importing th e furrender ofthofelands 
Loft by his father, with all bands oflawe 
To our moft valiant brother, fo much for him : 

Now for cur felfe, and for this time of meeting# 

Thus much the bu fines is, we haue heere writ 
To Norway Vnc le of you ng Fortenbraffe 
Who impotent and bedred fcarcely heares 
O' this his Nephewes purpofe 5 to fuppreffe 
His further gate heerein, in that the leuies. 

The lifts, and full proportions are all made 
Out of his fubieCt, and we heere difpatch 
You good Cornelius, and you Valtimand, 

For bearers of this greeting to old Norway* 

Gluing to you no further perfonall power 
To bufines with the King, more then the fcope 
Of rhefe delated articles allowe : 

Farwell, and let J our haft tommend ) our dntit 

Cor. Vo. In that, and ail things will wefhoweourdutie.' 

Ktng. We doubt ltnothing, nartely farwelL 
And now Laertes whats the newes with you f 
You told vs of fome fute,whar ift Laertes ? 

You cannot fpeake ofreafon to the Dane 
And lofe your voyce pwhat wold’ff thou begge Laertes, * 


That ftiall not be my offer, not thy asking. 

The head is not more natiue to the hart 
The hand more inftrumentall to the mouth 
Then is the throne of Denmarke to thy father# 

What would’ft thou haue Laertesi 
Laer. My dread Lord, 

Your leaue and fauour to returne to Fraunce, 

From whence, though willingly I came to Denmarke# 

To fhowe my dutie in j'our Coronation $ 

Yet no w I mull confefte, that duty done 
My thoughts and wi/hes bend againe toward Fraunce 
And Lowe them to your gracious leaue and pardon. 

Ewg. Haue you your fathers leaue, whatfaies Tolomus t 

Toto. Hath my Lord wroung from me my flowe leaue. 

By Iabourfonie petition, and at laft 
Ypon bis will 2 feald my hard confenr a 
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